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President’s Message

Welcome to the NYPD Steuben Association’s 60th Anniversary 

Oktoberfest!

It has truly been an honor to be a part of an organization with 

such a rich history and a tradition of service to the NYPD and 

the German and Austrian communities of New York City.   I am 

grateful for the work of the members of the NYPD who founded 

our organization in 1963 and of our past presidents and those 

who have supported them throughout the years.  Their efforts 

have allowed the Steuben Association to flourish for six 

decades and made it possible to do everything we do today.

This evening, we will announce the winners of our annual 

scholarship awards.  Providing tuition assistance is one of our 

oldest and most important traditions and I wish this year’s 

awardees the best of luck in their studies.

I would like to extend my appreciation to all of tonight’s award 

winners.  Each in their own way, they have contributed greatly 

to the safety and well-being of the members of the NYPD and 

the people of New York City and reflect the values of the NYPD 

Steuben Association

The Steuben Association is grateful to have many partners to 

assist us in our mission.  A special thanks to Matt Buck, general 

manager of the Plattduetsche Park Restaurant; Joe Dippell of 

the Centurion Foundation; Fritz Neubauer of Gottscheer Hall; 

and Lisa White, Deputy Commissioner of Employee Relations of 

the NYPD.

Finally, I would also like to invite everyone to join us at the 

German-American Steuben Parade on Saturday, September 16.  

For more details, please visit germanparadenyc.org.

I wish everyone an enjoyable evening tonight and I look forward 

to many more years of success for the Steuben Association!

Jonathan Matsey

President, NYPD Steuben Association

 



2023 Honorees

Chief John Chell has served as Chief of Patrol of the 

NYPD since December 2022.  He oversees the 

operations of the largest bureau of the NYPD, 

including the work of the members of all 77 precincts 

and eight patrol boroughs.

In nearly three decades of service to the City of New 

York, he has served as executive officer of the 60 

Precinct and commanding officer of Detective 

Borough Brooklyn South, Detective Borough Brooklyn 

North, the 61, 75 and 79 Precincts, and the Patrol 

Borough Brooklyn South Specialized Units.  He became 

executive officer of the Patrol Services Bureau in 

June 2022.

A 2000 Medal for Valor recipient, Chief Chell earned 

a bachelor’s degree from Saint Joseph’s College and 

graduated from Xaverian High School.  He and his wife, 

Stephanie, are the parents of Kyle, Anthony, Olivia, 

and Gianna.

Man of the Year

Chief of Patrol John M. Chell



2023 Honorees

Michael Schablin has served as President of the 

Grand Council of Steuben Associations in Civil Service 

for the past five years.  He is also a strong supporter 

of the German-American Steuben Parade and other 

German cultural organizations.

Schablin joined the New York City Transit Police in 

1983.  He quickly became active in the Transit Police 

Steuben Association, serving on the board from 1986 

until the merger into the NYPD in 1995.  After retiring 

that year, he served as Retired Representative in the 

NYPD Steuben Association for two years.

Following the untimely passing of his friend John 

Wellenreuther in 2018, Schablin took the helm of the 

Grand Council. he coordinates the activities of the 

Greater New York Area Steuben Associations and 

represents their interests in the German-American.

Schablin has served as Division Marshal of the Grand 

Council Division of the Steuben Parade and as 

Director of the German American Committee of New 

York.  He and his wife, Gerilyn, are the parents of 

Michele and Benjamin.

German-American of the Year

Michael Schablin



2023 Honorees

A former three-term president of the Steuben 

Association, James Roscher, a retired NYPD sergeant, 

is an active member of the German and Austrian 

communities of New York City.

Roscher joined the NYPD in 1999.  He was promoted to 

sergeant in 2008 and to sergeant special assignment 

in 2014.  He served in the 20th Precinct, the Legal 

Bureau, and the Police Commissioner’s Office before 

retiring in 2022.

A longtime active member of the Steuben Association, 

Roscher served as president from 2016 to 2021 and 

helped to guide the organization through the 

challenging time of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Roscher is a graduate of St. John’s University.  He 

received his Master’s Degree in Librarianship from 

Columbia University and his Law Degree from the 

Catholic University of America.  He is a member of the 

Brooklyn Schuetzen Corps; the NYPD Holy Name 

Society – Manhattan, Bronx, and Staten Island; the 

NYPD Pulaski Association; and the NYPD Viking 

Association.

Austrian-American of the Year

James Roscher



2023 Honorees

Founded in 1983, the Police Self Support Group is a 

fraternal organization providing peer support and 

other valuable assistance to members of the NYPD 

who have been seriously injured in the line of duty or 

are battling life-threatening illnesses.

Award given in honor of Inspector Justin Lenz, a 

longtime Steuben Association member and veteran of 

the U.S. Army and Army National Guard.  Inspector 

Lenz, who joined the NYPD in 1991, served as 

Commanding Officer of the Office of Professional 

Development until his untimely death in June 2020 of 

9/11-related illness.

Justin Lenz Memorial Award

Police Self Support Group



2023 Honorees

On October 15, 2019, Police Officer Henry Neumann 

and Police Officer Matthew Schmalix were performing 

anti-crime duties in the 76 Precinct when they heard 

gunshots from a nearby building.  Approaching the 

location, they observed a man with a firearm in a 

shooting stance pointing across the street.  Ordering 

the man to drop his weapon, the gunman approached 

the officers and discharged his weapon.  The two 

officers returned fire, striking the gunman and ending 

the threat.

Neumann and Schmalix currently work in the 76 

Precinct Detective Squad and were promoted to 

detective in 2022.  On June 7, 2023, they were awarded 

the Police Combat Cross.

Award given in honor of Ted Bielefeld.  A World War II 

veteran who fought in the Battle of the Bulge, Ted 

Bielefeld was a founding member of the Steuben 

Association and was active in the Honor Legion and the 

Pulaski Society.

Ted Bielefeld Achievement Award

Detective Henry Neumann

Detective Matthew Schmalix



Congratulations to the Honorees

And Continued Success to the

NYPD Steuben Association

See you at the Parade

And The Oktoberfest in Central Park!

Mike Rabus







2023 Board Members

Jonathan Matsey

President

John Schad

First Vice President

Michelle White

Second Vice President

Sean Finnerty

Treasurer

Adam Gutwein

Corresponding Secretary

Kathryn Wembacher

Recording Secretary



Upcoming Events

2023

September 16

➢ German-American Steuben Parade

November 16

➢ Schützenfest (with NYPD Emerald 

Society and Grand Council 

Associations)

December 2

➢ Children’s Holiday Party (with NYPD 

Pulaski Association)

2024

September 19

➢ NYPD Steuben Oktoberfest

September 21

➢ German-American Steuben Parade





Visit us at:

@NYPDSteuben

@SteubenNYPD

@NYPDSteuben

NYPDSteuben.org
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