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President’s Message

Welcome to the 62
nd

 Annual NYPD Steuben Association 

Oktoberfest!

It has been an honor to build on the work of our founders and 

those who have worked tirelessly to sustain our organization.  

The work we do helps to sustain the German, Austrian, and 

Swiss heritage of the NYPD and connect us to our cultural 

communities.

I would also like to congratulate our scholarship award 

winners. Supporting the children and grandchildren of our 

members is one of our Association’s oldest traditions and I wish 

these young students the best in their futures.

I would like to extend my appreciation to all of tonight’s award 

winners.  Each in their own way, they have contributed greatly 

to the safety and well-being of the members of the NYPD and 

the people of New York City and reflect the values of the NYPD 

Steuben Association.

The Steuben Association is grateful to have many partners to 

assist us in our mission.  A special thanks to Matt Buck, general 

manager of the Plattduetsche Park Restaurant; Joe Dippell of 

the Centurion Foundation; Fritz Neubauer of Gottscheer Hall; 

and Michael Schablin, president of the Grand Council of 

Steuben Associations. And I would like to extend my deepest 

appreciation to the members of our board and everyone in the 

Association who have made this a successful year.

Finally, I invite everyone to join us at the German-American 

Steuben Parade on Saturday, September 20.  For more details, 

please visit germanparadenyc.org.

May everyone have an enjoyable evening tonight and thank you 

for helping to make this year a success for the Steuben 

Association!

Jonathan Matsey

President, NYPD Steuben Association

 





2025 Honorees

Woman of the Year

Chief Martine N. Materasso

A 25-year veteran of the NYPD, Chief Martine 

Materasso became Chief of Training in March 2025.

A graduate of Florida International University and 

the FBI National Executive Institute, Chief Materasso 

joined the NYPD in 2000, serving in the 52 Precinct 

and, later, the Vice Enforcement Division, where she 

earned her detective shield in 2004.   As she rose in 

rank, she served as commanding officer of the Bronx 

Task Force, Transit District 12, the 41 Precinct, and 

the 44 Precinct.  She earned her first star in 2018 as 

Investigative Chief of Detective Borough Manhattan 

North and in 2019 became the first woman to head the 

Counterterrorism Bureau before becoming Chief of 

Housing three years later.

Chief Materasso has also organized toy drives for 

children in the Bronx to foster community ties.

Chief Materasso is married to Deputy Chief Peter 

Fortune, commanding officer of the Joint terrorist 

Task Force, and is the mother of two daughters.



2025 Honorees

German of the Year

Deputy Inspector Joe Nolte

A lifelong resident of Queens, Deputy Inspector Nolte 

has been a member of the NYPD for 38 years and 

currently serves as liaison to the FDNY.

A graduate of the Cornell University, School of 

Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering, DI Nolte 

joined the NYPD in July 1987, doing his field training in 

the Bronx before working on patrol in Central Park 

Precinct. Later, he worked in the 60, 84, and 88 

Precincts and as commanding officer of the 

Controlled Substance Analysis Section.  As an 

executive, DI Nolte has worked in Patrol Borough 

Bronx, the Communications Section, and the Office of 

the Chief of Department.

DI Nolte has been a member of the Steuben Association 

since 1987, serving as vice president from 1990 to 

1995.  He has been a member of the German-American 

Steuben Parade committee since 1991, helping to 

launch the Parade’s Oktoberfest in 1992.  He has been 

an active member of the Brooklyn Schuetzen Corps 

since 1995 and is currently a board member.



2025 Honorees

Austrian of the Year

Erwin Neubauer

A native of Köflach, in the Austrian state of 

Steiermark, Erwin immigrated to the US in 1963, at the 

age of three with his family to pursue the American 

dream.  The family first settled in Cypress Hills, later 

moving to Middle Village in Queens in 1970.

From an early age, Erwin has been involved in cultural 

organizations, beginning with an Austrian sports club 

in his late teens.  He currently serves as the president 

of the First Burgenländer Austria SC of New York, 

which celebrated its 100th anniversary two years ago. 

In this position, he has worked with state and federal 

level officials in Austria to deepen relationships with 

the New York area Austrian community.

Erwin has been married to his wife, Donna, for 41 

years; they have two children and one granddaughter. 

Erwin is also the brother of Fritz, of the Gottscheer 

Hall, who was our 2022 Austrian of the Year, and 

John, who is active with the Plattduetsche, and Fritz, 

who was our 2002 Austrian of the year, and who 

operates Eurotech Automotive with Erwin.



2025 Honorees

Justin Lenz Memorial Award

Survivors of the Shield

Survivors of the Shield was founded in 1989 by three 

NYPD widows to improve the lives of line-of-duty 

families.  For nearly 50 years, the organization has 

provided scholarships for spouses and their children, 

pensions for spouses, and assisted with funeral and 

psychological expenses and memorials to fallen 

officers.

Just as crucial, Survivors of the Shield has 

successfully lobbied for legislation to benefit the 

families of fallen officers and other uniformed 

services.

Award given in honor of Inspector Justin Lenz, a 

longtime Steuben Association member and veteran of 

the U.S. Army and Army National Guard.  Inspector 

Lenz, who joined the NYPD in 1991, served as 

Commanding Officer of the Office of Professional 

Development until his untimely death in June 2020 of 

9/11-related illness.



2025 Honorees

Ted Bielefeld Achievement Award

PO Eric Demery

Officer Demery joined the NYPD in July 2008. Starting 

in Brooklyn North, he has worked much of his career 

in Manhattan’s 13 Precinct, where he also serves as 

PBA delegate.

Of German heritage on both sides of his family, Officer 

Demery is involved in several prominent cultural 

organizations in New York.  For 15 years, he has 

participated in the Allemania Lodge 740, where he has 

helped manage their charitable and fundraising 

efforts.  He is also the Captain of the Brooklyn 

Schuetzen Corps, heading the storied German-

American shooting club founded in 1858, helping to 

build partnerships with similar clubs in Germany and 

the US.

Award given in honor of Ted Bielefeld.  A World War II 

veteran who fought in the Battle of the Bulge, Ted 

Bielefeld was a founding member of the Steuben 

Association and was active in the Honor Legion, the 

Pulaski Society, and the Brooklyn Schuetzen Corps.





Upcoming Events

2025

September 20

➢ German-American Steuben Parade

November 20

➢ Schützenfest (with NYPD Emerald 

Society)

December 13

➢ Children’s Holiday Party (with NYPD 

Pulaski Association)

2026

September 17

➢ NYPD Steuben Oktoberfest

September 19

➢ German-American Steuben Parade





2025 Board Members

Jonathan Matsey

President

John Schad

First Vice President

Michelle White

Second Vice President

Daniel Martin

Treasurer

Adam Gutwein

Corresponding Secretary

Kathryn Wembacher

Recording Secretary



Join us at the

German-American 

Steuben Parade on

September 20, 2025

at noon

along 5
th

 Avenue.

Please check 

germanparadenyc.org

for more information



Visit us at:

@NYPDSteuben

@SteubenNYPD

@NYPDSteuben

NYPDSteuben.org
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